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ANDREW IS GRATEFUL 
& BLESSED THIS 
THANKSGIVING
because of your support
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Thankful for God’s Blessings

Bittersweet. That’s how it feels to write my first letter 
to you as KARM’s President & CEO. What an honor and 
inspiration it has been to work with Burt and Carolyn Rosen 
since I began working at KARM in 2006. I will miss seeing 
them around the campus.

But I’m also humbled and excited that the Lord 
has chosen me “for such a time as this” to take on this 
responsibility – to help men, women and children who long 
to be rescued, restored and loved. It just doesn’t get any 
better than that!

During my years at KARM, I’ve seen God work miracles 
in the lives of so many guests. And I’ve experienced how the 
support of friends like you makes these blessings possible.

You see, behind every person who walks through our 
doors are people affected by their changed life. When you 
help a man or woman become restored to themselves 
and God, you’re also repairing broken relationships. You’re 
helping a man go back to his family as a better husband and 
father… a better employee. You’re helping a woman return as 
a better wife, mother and daughter… a stronger member of 
her community. That inspires me – I hope it inspires you.

A big challenge 
at KARM is how 
homelessness 
is constantly 
changing… whether 
the cause is 
addiction, mental 
illness or something 
else. Right now, the sharply increasing number of 
people living on the streets is heartbreaking. At 
KARM, we have to go outside our walls and take ministry to 
them… wherever they are in our area.

I’m grateful for dedicated friends like you who see our 
challenges and step up to help. Your loving, compassionate 
kindness is why we can continue restoring lives in Jesus’ name.

I ask for your prayers for myself and KARM as I step into 
this new role. I look forward to serving together with you as 
the hands and feet of Jesus to our hurting neighbors.

A Message from DANITA MCCARTNEY, 
PRESIDENT & CEO

We need your help to serve thousands of meals this 
holiday season! Please send your 2022 Thanksgiving 
Campaign gift today using the attached reply card 
OR give online at karm.org.

Read Andrew’s story about a life  

YOU helped change!

Medical 
services

God’s life- 
changing love

Safe, welcoming 
shelter 

Classes and  
job training

Thanksgiving can be a difficult day for our neighbors 
struggling to overcome homelessness… poverty… 
addiction. But you can change that!

Just $1.87 provides a hot, nourishing meal. Your 
gift welcomes someone to our table and leads to a 
better life through:

2022 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN
YOU can give our hurting neighbors reason to celebrate!

69,000 
Meals Needed this Thanksgiving Season
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Andrew had a difficult childhood. His 
parents separated when he was young 

and he grew up with a mom surviving on 
government assistance, plus two siblings who 
struggled with mental and physical disabilities.

“The lack of parents showing me the 
right way of doing things made it challenging 
growing up. I don’t like to ask for help so I 
started to drink a lot… preferring to drink by 
myself.”

When Andrew moved to the Knox area, he 
got into an abusive relationship that made life 
even tougher. “My daughter’s mom used to 
hit me, screaming and yelling. I couldn’t take 
it anymore so I chose to leave… and became 
homeless.”

With no job, no money and nowhere to go, 
Andrew came to KARM looking for a place to 
sleep.

“I felt accepted here but I didn’t trust 
anybody at first. I knew there was a God but 

He had never done anything for me.”
Little did he know how God was about to 

change his life… 
Andrew’s heart first began to soften in our 

four-week LaunchPoint program, where he 
was surprised by how people responded to 
his anger with kindness and love. Then, he 
began to gain employment skills and learn 
about the Bible in KARM’s Berea program. 
His transformation was complete when, after 
graduation, he came back to volunteer before 
accepting a position to serve on our staff.

Andrew’s heart is overflowing with 
gratitude this Thanksgiving because YOUR 
loving support gave him the confidence and 
support to rebuild his life. “I’m thankful to 
KARM because I have hope I never thought I 
would have. I see more opportunities now… 
not just for myself, but for other people. I 
want to give back to others.”

You’ve given 
Andrew

HOPE AND 
NEW LIFE this 
Thanksgiving 
season!



Our staff is working hard to get ready for the Thanksgiving season. 
You can help by hosting a food drive at your church, place of 
employment or in your neighborhood and then dropping items off 
at KARM (418 N. Broadway, Knoxville). We can use the following 
during this special season and throughout the weeks ahead: 

No time to shop? A gift at karm.org will help us purchase nourishing food, 
or call (865) 673-6540.

Stuffing mix
Cream of mushroom, 

chicken and celery soups
Milk
Fresh vegetables (carrots, 

celery, onions)

Canned vegetables
Coffee (ground)
Water bottles
8-ounce styrofoam cups
12-ounce styrofoam bowls

It’s that time of year again… when 
we turn to our friends across the Knox 
area to donate new and gently used 
coats for men, women and children 
who may not have a coat this winter.

And YOU can help!
Simply drop off coats at any 

KARM Stores or Prestige Cleaners 
locations from October 17 through 
November 12. We also need 
volunteers at all KARM Stores 
locations to help sort and hang the 
thousands of coats we receive. 

Those who need a coat can 
request a coat voucher from their local 
church or social service agency and 
then use that voucher at any KARM 
Stores location to get a coat.

To learn more or to volunteer, visit 
us at karm.org/coats. Thank you for 
doing your part to keep our neighbors 
warm this winter!

Help keep our neighbors warm 
this winter!

Annual Coat Drive
Coats for the Cold

Help Us Get Ready!

karm.org

Are you connected yet? Don’t miss out!

Thank you for making this Thanksgiving season extra special!

Want the inside scoop on what is 
happening at KARM? It’s easy… 

Follow us on social media! Every 
post shows you how your partnership 
is restoring lives and offering healing 
throughout the Knox area.

Sign up for our emails! You’ll hear about 
urgent needs, special events and more. 

And when you tell your friends about 
us, they can join the celebration this 
Thanksgiving, too!


